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PASTOR MICHAEL LOUIA  
   prmike@firstlutheranec.org 

 

Well it’s January 6th, the day of the Epiphany, and the decorating crew has finished packing up the Christmas decora-
tions for another year. As I look around the now bare walls of the Nave I’ll admit I’m a little disappointed that our joy-
ous Christmas celebration is over.  
 
Sadly, it might not be too long before, as we settle back into our “normal” routines, we might be feeling a little like 
those orphaned poinsettias left over from our Christmas celebration:  withered and dried up, leaves dropping, nothing 
left but a few remnants of what was once a beautiful, life-giving plant. 
 
The good news is that even when we might feel withered and dried up, even when the routine of our “normal” lives 
might be mind-numbing, God’s never-failing love can and will bring about life in each of us. Through the waters of 
baptism, God claimed each and every one of us as children. And although the actual water used in our baptism may 
have long ago dried up, its refreshing, life-giving power comes to us every day as we live into our baptismal promises: 
 

Living among God’s faithful people gives us the care and comfort of a community. 
Hearing God’s word (in Bible study, daily devotions and worship) feeds our thirsty souls. 
Proclaiming the good news of God in Christ lets us share God’s grace, mercy and love with those around us. 
Serving all people allows us to put our faith into action and to see the love of God blooming in our midst. 
And striving for justice and peace in all the earth gives us a glimpse of God’s promised “new creation.” 

 
May God’s baptismal presence surround you all in the coming year as you live into your baptism in all that you do. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Mike 

UPDATE ON THE ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW CAMPAIGN 
 
During the months of January – March of this year, we are providing everyone an opportunity 
to support the Global Mission ministry of the ELCA.  In addition to our offering to the Pangani 
mission (which is funded by offerings for our Social Ministry Committee’s Christmas Basket min-
istry) you may make an offering directly our church’s work at spreading the good news of Jesus 
throughout the world.  
 

The ELCA Global Missions work includes: 
 

Supporting the work of missionaries and offering young adults the opportunity to participate in the Young Adults   
in Global Mission ministry  

Equipping additional women leaders in our global companion churches through increased scholarships and educa-
tional opportunities   

Initiating new evangelism projects in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the Middle East   
 
Our goal for this portion of the campaign is $9,000 ($8,000 to Pangani and $1,000 to Global Mission). You can make 
your offering either through your regular offering envelope (simply indicate your offering on the envelope), using the 
special Always Being Made New envelope included in the quarterly envelope packets or through the special Always 
Being Made New envelopes located in the pew racks. 
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Dr. Wayne L. Wold, Director of Music 
Wayne@firstlutheranec.org 

 A big thank-you to our singers, ringers, and instrumentalists who provided so much music during the Advent/
Christmas/Epiphany season. And speaking of singers, we must not forget that largest choir—the congregation. During 
the twelve days of Christmas you sang a total of 26 Christmas carols and hymns out of the 33 in our hymnbook! 
 

Our choir schedules remain the same in the new year:  
 Jubilate Handbells—Mondays at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary 
 Children’s Choir—Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the education building 
 Adult/Teen Choir—Thursdays at 7:30 in the choir room*  

*(except on February 11 when we will meet before and after the Ash Wednesday service) 
New members are welcome. Join us! 
 

 The primary focus for our church music program is, of course, our worship services. But FELC is also proud to 
host numerous concerts throughout the year. And next month brings many opportunities for our members to be en-
riched and to welcome many others into our beautiful facility. Mark your calendars now and get your tickets soon for 
these important events: 

Bach in Baltimore, along with the Maryland State Boychoir  
     presents J. S. Bach’s St. Matthew Passion 
     Saturday, March 5, 7 p.m., part one 

      Sunday, March 6, 4 p.m., part two  
  Advance tickets available at <bachinbaltimore.org>  

Columbia Pro Cantare presents Requiem by Maurice Duruflé  
     Sunday, March 13, 3 p.m.,  
      Advance tickets available at 410-799-9321 or <procantare.org> 

 

And, speaking of concerts, I invite you to travel to Frederick on Sunday, February 28, where FELC Assistant Director of 
Music Joshua Hughes will present a 3 p.m. vocal recital at Hood College’s Brodbeck Music Hall. Admission is free. 
 

      See you in church. Keep singing!  Wayne 

The Worship and Music committee will be available for Easter flower orders on  
February 21 and 28 between services.   
 

Plants offered will be Easter Lily $10, Tulips $10, Daffodils $10 and azaleas $15.  
 

If you do not have space for an Easter flower, consider making a donation to the ELCA World Hunger 
campaign.  We will take those donations on the same days and dedications will be published in the 
Easter bulletin.  

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS—The congregation council held its regular monthly meeting on December 16th following 

Advent Worship.  In addition to hearing reports from various congregation ministry teams, other business included: 
 

Guest member Wayne Hoffman attended the meeting to discuss insurance implications of ABC (Alcoholic Beverages 
at Church). 

Council approved motions from both Pastors to address annual living allowances, in compliance with IRS regulations. 
The Strategic Planning Committee will present opportunities in 2016 to engage Ministry leaders and the congrega-

tion in the strategic planning process.   
The Council approved a motion from the Property Committee to enter into a contract with a BGE subcontractor for 

implementation of energy-efficient exterior lighting per BGE Smart Energy Savers Small Business Energy Solu-
tions proposal. ($4,177.00)  *Note:  The church will be able to take advantage of this energy savings proposal 
and associated grant and reach a “break even” on the cost in less than a year.  BGE portion of the cost (grant) is 
$16,708.84.  

Our treasurer Michelle Miles reported that we are in the black $29,000. 
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Lauren Gray, Children and Youth Ministries Director 
   Lauren@firstlutheranec.org 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS 

FLAMES- February meeting is canceled.  

Feb. 11th- Children’s Ministry meeting @ 6:45pm in the Parlor  

Coming up in March- First Holy Communion Instruction: March 5 & 6; open to anyone currently in 2nd grade or up!  

 

MIDDLE and HIGH SCHOOL NEWS  

Feb. 6th- SuperBowl Sub Assembling @ 2pm in the Social Hall  

Feb. 7th- SuperBowl Sub Delivery in the Fellowship Center  

Feb. 9th- Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper: 5:30-6:30pm & Preschool Carnival: 6-7pm   

Feb. 12-14- Confirmation Retreat at Mar-Lu-Ridge  

Feb. 15th- Youth Committee meeting @ 7pm in the Parlor  

Feb. 17 & 24- Lenten Soup Supper from 5:30-6:30pm  

 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS- Feb. 17 & 24, Mar. 2, 9, & 16  

Once again, our Lenten soup suppers will take place from 5:30-6:30 pm in the Fellowship Center starting on February 

17th. The weekly Lenten service will then start at 7 pm. Fee is $5 per person and $15 for families of 3 or more. See you 

there!  

 

ELCA Youth Ministry Extravaganza- Continuing Ed for Lauren  

I will be in Anaheim, California from Feb. 5-10 for my Continuing Education. The Youth Ministry Extravaganza is a big 

conference that takes place every year and consists of hundreds of youth directors, pastors, and other leaders in the 

youth ministry field. I will be attending workshops and worship services with tons of other adults who have a passion 

for youth ministry.  

 

        Winter Blessings!  

        Lauren  

If you are wondering about First Lutheran’s preschool and whether or not it will suit your needs for the upcoming 
school year, now is the time to set up a tour!  Our director, Jenny James, would be happy to meet with you and answer 
any questions you may have.  During your visit, you will be able to see first-hand the children from our community be-
ing taught by caring teachers in our sunny and inviting classrooms. 
  
We offer part-time classes for 2 ½ - 5 year olds.  Our mission is to serve God by serving God’s children in a Christian  
environment that is safe, welcoming, and rich with opportunities to develop the spiritual, social, emotional, physical, 
and intellectual gifts of every child placed in our care. Please call Jenny at 410-465-5977 to set up a tour, or look us up 
online at www.firstlutheranec.org for more information.   

First Lutheran Preschool News 
Jenny James, Director 

410-465-5977 or jjames@firstlutheranec.org 

http://www.firstlutheranec.org
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DIVORCECARE AND DC4K   

 
 
First Lutheran's Stephen Ministry sponsors DivorceCare and DC4K 
(DivorceCare for Kids).  Both of these community outreach  programs begin 
Wednesday, March 9, 2016 and run concurrently for 13 weeks.  
 
DivorceCare is a biblically-based adult seminar and support group.  Those at 
any stage of divorce (from initial separation, recently divorced, or divorced for 
many years) may find that DivorceCare can help with the healing process.  The 
sessions are co-ed, allowing for multiple viewpoints and providing balance.  
Weekly videos feature renowned divorce experts discussing topics such as 
depression, anger, forgiveness, financial survival, loneliness and other divorce-
related issues.  Facilitators who have experienced divorce lead confidential 
group discussions. 
 
Children between the ages of 5-12 can participate in DC4K while their parent 
attends DivorceCare.  This parallel program provides a safe, neutral place 
where children learn to rest secure in God's love.  Both groups explore the 
same weekly topic.  A children's video discusses divorce from the child's per-
spective.  Children also enjoy crafts, stories, music, games, and other fun ac-
tivities designed to help them recognize and express their feelings.  Compas-
sionate adult DC4K leaders offer support and encouragement.  Materials are 
provided to help single parents follow-up with home discussion.   
 
All are welcome!  Registration is required.  
 
You can receive additional information and register by sending a confidential 
email to divorcecare@firstlutheranec.org or by contacting the church office at 
410-465-2977.  Information and registration is also available at the following 
websites: www.divorcecare.org, www.dc4k.org or www.firstlutheranec.org.    

Hear from our  
Strategic Planning Team 

 
In the Spring of 2015, our congrega-
tion council empowered a strategic 
planning team to journey with God 
through a discernment process for 
First Lutheran.  On Sunday, Febru-
ary 21, 2016 at 9:16 a.m. in the Fel-
lowship Center, this team will be 
presenting its findings and recom-
mendations (these were reviewed 
with our council in November 
2015). All committee leaders, com-
mittee members and anyone who 
would like to hear this presentation 
is invited to attend.  

News from the  
Lutheran Theological Seminary  

at Gettysburg 
 
In simultaneous meetings held on 
their respective campuses January 
12-13, the boards of Gettysburg 
and Philadelphia Lutheran seminar-
ies adopted identical resolutions 
calling for “the creation of a new 
school of theology and leadership 
formation.”  Both boards’ resolu-
tions stated their actions were tak-
en “in the conviction that God and 
the church are calling us into a new 
venture of theological education, 
with a mission of preparing faithful 
Christian leaders for the church and 
the world.”    The boards’ unani-
mous actions authorized the two 
schools’ presidents and other offic-
ers to take all necessary steps re-
quired prior to their April 2016 
board meetings that would launch 
the process of creating a unified 
Lutheran seminary. (from the press 
release published at ltsu.edu)   
 
Additional information can be ob-
tained from the Gettysburg Semi-
nary website:  
http://www.ltsg.edu/about-us/
news 

New Fellowship Center Tables! 

 

In case you haven’t noticed, we have new light-weight, 
durable tables in Fellowship Center. These come as a gift 
from the Hoffman Estate Funds which First received some 
time ago. Thank you to Wayne Hoffman and family for 
this wonderful gift! 

 

The former tables (6’ round) are available to anyone who would like one.  
Please contact the office for additional information. (410-465-2977) 

mailto:divorcecare@firstlutheranec.org
http://www.divorcecare.org/
http://www.dc4k.org/
http://www.firstlutheranec.org/
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FAITH AND FILM SERIES 
 

MARTHA CIRCLE  
February 9, 2015 at 10 a.m. in the Parlor 

 
The Martha Circle invites all ladies and friends to meet 
with us on the 2nd Tuesday of each month. Our Febru-
ary meeting will be an entertaining Bible Base film and 
you will not want to miss it. Any questions, please call 
Eleanor Grieb at 443-304-2772 or Kena Turney, 410-
740-4970. We would be delighted to have you with us. 
 
 
 
 
The Dorcas Circle will meet in the Youth Room on 
February 16 at 10 a.m.  Lynn Anderson will present a 
program on “Zumba Gold.” Sounds like fun! 
 
 

WOMEN OF FIRST LUTHERAN 
Sue Davis, president 

eshdavis@verizon.net 

GROUNDHOG DAY 
Wednesday, February 3, 2016 

7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Center 
 
Groundhog Day is a morality piece done in the vein of a 
classic Rod Sterling Twilight Zone episode. A kind of 
“what if…?” sort of tale that puts a successful and selfish 
weatherman (played by Bill Murray) into a hopeless situa-
tion of never being able to escape a single day in a small 
town as he is forced to relive one strange day over and 
over again, until he gets it right. Murray falls into a time 
warp that is never explained but pays off so richly that it 
doesn’t need to be. The elaborate loop-the-loop plot 
structure is crystal-clear every step of the way, but it’s 
Murray’s world-class reactive timing that makes the story 
explode as he squeezes all the available juice out of every 
scene. Don’t think of the movie as just some lesson to 
learn and take with you. You figure the lessons out along 
with Murray and that makes for a rather deep experi-
ence. Considered by many to be Bill Murray’s best effort, 
this film ranks as one of the best comedies ever made.  
Rated PG  101 minutes. 

Heard any good sermons lately?  
 

If you come to First Lutheran, of 
course, you have!   Now, you can 
hear them again on any computer, 
iPod, iPhone,  iPad, or any other 
computer/tablet device that gives 
you access to the First Lutheran web 

page:  http://www.firstlutheranec.org/  
 
Just go to the web page and you will see the link to 
at least 10 sermons given by Pastors Mike and Gigie 
which you can listen to any time you want to hear 
an inspiring message.  Perhaps, you could even 
share them with a friend.  Give them a chance to 
“hear” what they are missing by not attending First 
Lutheran.  Give them a chance to catch the First 
Lutheran spirit before they even come to worship 
with us.  Here is a great evangelism tool we all can 
share with our friends who are looking for a church 
home.  Invite them to listen, then invite them to 
come and worship with us on a Sunday morning!  

On December 5, 2015 the Women of First Lutheran’s 
Christmas Tea was attended by 45 women. The Marriott’s 
Ridge High School Madrigal Singers provided the program. 
It was a pleasure to have 25 high school students to bring 
us wonderful holiday music.  
 

Upcoming events 
 

Spring Gathering 
March 14, 2016 at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Center 

 
Annual Women’s Retreat 

April 9, 2016 
Shrine of St. Anthony 

 
Rev Elizabeth Platz, the first woman ordained Luther-
an Pastor in North America, will be our retreat leader 

 
Watch for more information for the Spring Gathering and 
Annual retreat in the weekly parish notices and next Mes-
senger. 
 
All women are invited to attend monthly Circle meetings. 
For more information contact Sue Davis 410-418-4535 or 
eshdavis@verizon.net. 

http://www.firstlutheranec.org/
mailto:eshdavis@verizon.net
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First Lutheran’s after hours 
Medical Emergency  

Phone Number 
(for evenings and weekends only) 

 

If you have a medical emergency, 
or death in the family  

and need to speak to the pastor immediately,  
call: 

 

410-465-6779 
 

For emergencies during office hours,  
please continue to call the church office at  

410-465-2977 

 

The next issue of the Messenger will 
be for March.  Deadline for articles is 
Monday, February 8, 2016.  
 

Please email Phyllis@firstlutheranec.org and  
include the word “Messenger” in the subject line. 
 
Before planning an activity, don’t forget to check for 
conflicting events on our online calendar found on 
our website at www.firstlutheranec.org. and notify 
Erika@firstlutheranec.org to add it to the online 
church calendar. 

Prayer Shawl Team  

Monday, February 1, 2016 

10:00 a.m. in the parlor  

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Nursing Home Worship Service 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016  

10:30 a.m. departure 

            We return about 11:30 

Meet at the church to carpool.     

Please join us. 

Sewing Circle (Quilters) 

If you can cut or pin fabric  
we’d love to have you join us! 

 
Monday, February 8, 2016 

 
9:30 a.m. in the Social Hall (downstairs) 

Men’s Bible Study  
and Fellowship Group  

 

Friday, February 19, 2016 
 

at 7:30  a.m. 
 

Bob’s Evans Restaurant (off Route 100) 
 

This is an informal group that will discuss the bible, 

pray, share stories and generally, have a good time 

while realizing that we are all chosen to do God’s 

work and spread his word. Future meetings will con-

tinue to be on the 3rd Friday of each month. For more 

information contact either Alex Omeze at (410-564-

8130) or Jay Zumbrun (443-745-0737). 

 

What we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, 

so that you too may have fellowship with us;  

and indeed our fellowship is with the Father,  

and with His Son Jesus Christ.    

1 John 1:3 

Blood pressure screening is taken on the 
first Sunday of each month after the 8:00 
and 10:30 a.m. services in the Fellowship 
Center. 
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Pancake Supper 

 and Carnival 
 

Tuesday, February 9 
 

Pancake Supper - 5:30-6:30 pm 
Suggested Donation $3 per adult, 

$2 for children 12 and under, 

$15 cap per family 
 

Carnival - 6 – 7 pm 
4 Tickets for $1 

25 Tickets for $5 
 

Cake Walk!   Lollipop Tree!  Ring Toss! 

 Go Fishing!   Bean Bag Throw!   Bowling! 

 Tattoos!          Prizes! 

Enjoy time for yourself and fellowship with other adults!  Come gather in 
the Adult Oasis (Youth Room) for refreshments, dessert and/or quiet 

conversation from 5:00-7:00 p.m. 



10 

 

PARISH REGISTER  

CHRISTMAS BASKETS 
In memory of her sister, Daisy Hiltner, and her husband, Wilmer Sanner II, by Lily Sanner  
In memory of their parents, Arthur and Corinne Combs and Severine and Clyde Miles, by Paul and Evelyn Combs 
In honor of their grandchildren, James David and Amy Jean Marquart, by Tom and Carol Brzezinski 
In honor of Mr. & Mrs. J. Roman by Karen McLaughlin 
In honor of their children and grandchildren by Elinor and Bill Wells  
In honor of his wife, Charlotte, and her Christmas Decorating Committee by Elwood Wallich  
In honor of his grandchildren, Benjamin and Katherine Macis, and in support of the Social Ministry Committee 
Christmas Basket initiative by Frank Palulis 
 
GENERAL MEMORIAL FUND as of January 8, 2016 
 

In memory of Donald C. Miller by Linda H. Krichten 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC FUND 
 

In memory of Nancy Blemly by Tom and Carol Brzezinski 
In memory of Peter H. Maul, Jr. by Tom and Carol Brzezinski 
In memory of David Galloway by Sandy and Rich Funke 
 
YOUTH FUND 
 

In memory of Bruce Schmickley by Annette Hackner 
 
PRE-SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 

In memory of Genevieve Poplawski by an anonymous donor 
In memory of Mary Louise Rice by Tom and Carol Brzezinski 
In honor of Stella Ludwig's birthday by DeDe and Glenn Severn 
 
PASTOR HERBERT PAYNE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 

In memory of Carol Kregloh by Charlotte and Elwood Wallich 
In memory of Mary Jane Crass by Sandy and Rich Funke 
In memory of Bruce Schmickley by Sandy and Rich Funke 
In memory of Roger Campbell by Sandy and Rich Funke 
 

Memorial Gifts and Dedications 

Baptism of: 
Logan David Phillips, born April 13, 2014, son of Jessica and Matthew Phillips,  
       baptized December 6, 2015 
 

Funeral of: 
Constance Elizabeth McFaddin, December 9, 2015 
Donald C. Fleegle, January 12, 2106 
 

Marriage of 
Jasmin Renee Charron and Andrew Charles Conklin, December 19, 2015 
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Sherri Collins-Carky - Dear FLC Family, Thank you for all the prayers, calls, cards, and food during my recent illness. It 
warms my heart to know that there are so many who care about others and that we, as a congregation, have such 
wonderful pastors to help us through difficult times. Wishing you all a blessed and healthy New Year.  
 

George & Claire Conklin - Our greatest and most sincere thanks to Pastor Mike and Nancy, Wayne Wold, Kevin Lott, 
Erika Westrom, Phyllis Lott and all the volunteers who decorated the church for making the wedding of our son  
Andrew and his bride Jasmin on Dec. 19 such a special occasion.  The wedding service was amazingly beautiful – 
meaningful – and memorable, and the reception in the Fellowship Center was perfect.  We couldn’t imagine a better 
venue for this most special event than our church home at First Lutheran.  Thank you so much.     
 

Bonnie, volunteer director at Grassroots - Thank you to all who helped to make Christmas very special for all of our 
children.  We are so blessed by your willingness to make a difference in the lives of our clients. Many Blessings  
 

Darwyn Kelley - I would like to thank everyone for the prayers and thoughts for me and my family after the recent 
death of my brother. 
 

Joe and Carol Stickel - Thank you to everyone that volunteered to help with the Christmas Baskets.  We had around 
200 volunteers and that is what makes this program a success. From the assembly of the boxes to the packing of the 
non perishables to the day of delivery.  Because we have so many volunteers, we can deliver food to 144 needy fami-
lies in our area. Thank you all so much! 
 

John and Debbie Hardesty – Just a note to thank you for the beautiful flowers Tom and Mary Sullins brought to my 
mother, Barbara Dietrick. Mom really appreciated the flowers and seeing Mary and Tom.  Also, thank you for all the 
pastoral visits. I hope you know how much it means to Mom to have “her pastors” visit her. 
 

A Christmas Basket recipient – Thank you so much for blessing our family with a holiday meal. We truly appreciate 
your kindness and generosity. May God bless you. 
 

Jeanne Whittington – I want to thank you for the prayers of the church. I am sure they have a lot to do with my re-
covery. Thank you for your visit, prayer shawl and the lovely flowers.  I am progressing very well, I have therapy four 
times a week. Hope before long I will be able to come back to church.  I wish you a very Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year. 
 

Barbara Sieg—To Pastor Grant and the many parishioners who have been so kind to me—and of course our Senior 
Pastor Mike:  “Thank you” are two very small words, but they can convey an unspeakable feeling of deep emotion 
and gratitude—and that is what I want to convey to Pr. Grant and all of you who have shown me such God-inspired 
kindness. I pray that before long God will help me to regain if not all, but a good portion of my former health so that 
I can contribute if even a small way to the strong mission of our wonderful church. I do so want to contribute to the 
work of First Lutheran. With God’s help and guidance, your continued love and support, and my very best efforts, I 
hope soon to be a more useful servant of God in our church.  Thank you all for your prayers. Have a blessed Christ-
mas. 
 

Phyllis, Erika & Kevin—Thank you to all those that contributed to our Christmas bonus and to those that came bear-
ing gifts over the Christmas season.  Your thoughtfulness is sincerely appreciated. 

THANK YOU FROM: 
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